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FOR: IOR/MEDIA REACTION; IBS/PFV VOA 
E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUB J : MEDIA REACTION: NARCOTICS 

1. LOCAL PRESS GAVE PROMINENT PLAY SEPT 8 TO NEWS OF SEIZURE OF 
SOME 26,000 PACKETS OF FOREIGN MADE CIGARETTES (THAI AND LAO) 

WHICH ARE REPORTED TO CONTAIN MARIJUANA. THE STORY WAS CARRIED 
UNDER HEAD "SMUGGLED-IN CIGARETTES HARMFUL TO BRAIN" AND STATES 
A GOVERNMENT ANALYSIS REVEALED THAT THE CIGARETTES "CONTAINED 
GANJA AND WERE LIABLE TO DAMAGE THE BRAIN IN ADDITION TO CAUSING 
AN ADDICTION WHICH COULD LEAD TO THE TAKING OF HEROIN". 

2. FOLLOWING EXCERPTS FROM ARTICLE "FOREIGN CIGARETTES WHICH 
CONTAIN HASHISH" BY U THEIN (ZAWANA) WHICH APPEARED IN THE SEPT 

5 ISSUE OF THE BURMESE LANGUAGE MIRROR NEWSPAPER. BEGIN EXCERPTS. 
"...THESE 'HASHISH' CIGARETTES DO NOT COME FROM A DISTANT 
FOREIGN LAND BUT FROM OUR NEIGHBOUR LAOS, WHICH PRODUCES THE 
LARGEST AMOUNT OF HASHISH IN THE WHOLE OF ASIA. THERE IS NO 
EFFECTIVE PROHIBITION AGAINST THE SALE OF HASHISH IN LAOS AND IT 
IS OPENLY SOLD IN THE SHOPS IN VIENTIANE. THIS FREE AND OPEN SALE 
OF HASHISH IS POSSIBLE BECAUSE PEOPLE OF HIGH AUTHORITY ARE 
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3. "ORIGINALLY, THE HASHISH BUSINESS WAS CONDUCTED ONLY ON A 
SMALL SCALE IN LAOS, BUT AFTER THE ARRIVAL OF AMERICAN TROOPS, 

SALES INCREASED AND THE BUSINESS EXPANDED AND WAS OPERATED ON A 
LARGE SCALE. AT FIRST, HASHISH AND OPIUM WERE SOLD IN THE RAW 
STATE, BUT LATER ON MODERN METHODS WERE USED TO INCREASE THE SALE 
OF THESE NARCOTICS BY PUTTING HASHISH INTO CIGARETTES AND BY 
PROCESSING OPIUM TO OBTAIN HEROIN. 

4. "ON ACCOUNT OF THIS SITUATION, THE ASIATICS BECAME HASHISH AND 
HEROIN CONSUMERS AFTER THE WITHDRAWAL OF AMERICAN TROOPS FROM THE 
AREA..." END EXCERPTS. 



5. ENGLISH LANGUAGE GUARDIAN SEPT 9 EDITORIAL TITLED, "DISASTROUS 
PUFFS" DISCUSSES NEED FOR INTERNATIONAL ' JOINT AND COORDINATED 
ACTION'. BEGIN TEXT: 

6. "THE JUVENILE AND ADOLESCENT DRUG ABUSE SITUATION HERE HAS NOT 
REACHED EPIDEMIC PROPORTIONS BUT THE CHANCE THAT IT MIGHT BE 
THAT SERIOUS ONE DAY LOOMS LARGE IF WE ARE NOT ABLE TO TAKE TIMELY 
ACTION TO CURTAIL IT. RECENT REVELATIONS IN THE LOCAL PRESS POINT 
TO THE INCREASE IN DRUG ABUSE AND ADDICTION. ON THE ONE HAND THE 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES HAVE BEEN WORKING IN CO-ORDINATION WITH 
ALLIED DEPARTMENTS HERE AND ABROAD TO ACHIEVE POSITIVE RESULTS IN 
THEIR EFFORTS AGAINST DRUGS. ON GLOBAL SCALE, NEW STRATEGY IN THE 
BATTLE AGAINST DRUG ABUSE AND ITS TRAFFICKING IS BEING CONTINUALLY 
FORMULATED AND IMPLEMENTED. ON THE OTHER HAND, THOSE WHO PROFIT 
THROUGH DRUG PEDDLING - FROM THE INDIVIDUAL PUSHER TO THOSE WHO 
MANAGE TO BUILD NARCOTICS EMPIRES IN CONNIVANCE WITH THE UNDER- 
WORLD - ARE COMING UP WITH NEW WAYS OF AVOIDING ENTANGLEMENT 
WITH THE LAW. THUS, THERE IS A CONSTANT TUG-OF-WAR. UNRELENTING 
EFFORTS ON THE PART OF GOVERNMENTS, REGIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL 
ORGANIZATIONS AND UNITED NATIONS AGENCIES, POOLING RESOURCES ARE 
PUTTING UP A BIG FIGHT. WITH ALL THAT, DRUG ABUSE IS STILL A 

MAJOR HEADACHE FOR GOVERNMENT THROUGHOUT THE WORLD AND A CHALLENGE 
ONLY JOINT AND CO-ORDINATED ACTION CAN EFFECTIVELY MEET. 

7. "THE RECENT SEIZURES OF PROCESSED AND UNPROCESSED OPIUM IN 
THIS REGION AND THAT OF STOCKS OF FOREIGN-MADE CIGARETTES WHICH 
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HAVE BEEN SMUGGLED INTO THE COUNTRY PROVIDE AMPLE REASON FOR ALARM. 
THE FAIRLY LARGE STOCK OF SEIZURES MADE ALL OVER THE COUNTRY 
COMPRISING DIFFERENT BRANDS PURPORTEDLY MANUFACTURED IN 
NEIGHBOURING COUNTRIES HAVE BEEN FOUND TO BE MORE DANGEROUS THAN 
THEY MIGHT HAVE BEEN THOUGHT TO BE, SAMPLES SENT TO THE 
CHEMICAL, FOOD AND DRUG DIVISION OF THE NATIONAL HEALTH LABORATORY 
FOR CHEMICAL EXAMINATION HAVE BEEN PRONOUNCED TO CONTAIN GANJA 
WIDELY KNOWN AS A DANGEROUS DRUG WHICH CAN CAUSE BRAIN DAMAGE... 
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THE CENTRAL SECURITY AND ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE'S CRIMES 
COMMITTEE MADE THE REVELATION OF THE DISASTROUS PUFFS AND THE 
PUBLIC HAS BEEN ASKED TO COOPERATE IN HELPING TO IMPOUND SUCH 
CONTRABAND. 

8. "FROM THE PUBLIC HEALTH ANGLE, TOBACCO ITSELF IS BAD ENOUGH. 

WHEN IT IS SAID TO BE SPIKED WITH HARMFUL DRUGS, IT IS RENDERED 
MORE LETHAL SHOULD ITS USE LEAD TO ADDICTION. POSSIBLY, THE 
MANUFACTURERS, WHEREVER THEY ARE SETTING UP SHOP, ARE TRYING TO 
POPULARIZE THEIR PRODUCTS BY TRYING TO RESORT TO SUCH TACTICS, 
POSSIBLY, THAKB RANDS ARE MEANT TO BE WHAT THEY ARE - HIGHLY 
HARMFUL DRUGS IN CIGARETTE FORM. IT IS UP TO THE AUTHORITIES 

HERE TO TAKE THE MATTER UP WITH THE GOVERNMENT OF THE COUNTRY OF 
ORIGIN IF THAT CAN BE ASCERTAINED TO STEM THE MANUFACTURE AND 
INFLUX OF THE PRODUCT ABROAD. AT THE SAME TIME, IT WOULD ALSO 
BE PRUDENT TO TAKE RANDOM SAMPLES OF THE LOCAL CHEROOTS TO SEE IF 
THE CONTENTS ARE REALLY WHAT THEY HAVE BEEN SAID TO BE OR IF ANY 
OF THE PRIVATE ENTREPRENEURS HAVE INCLUDED SOME INGREDIENTS 
WHICH CAN CAUSE ADDICTION. WITH DUE RESPECT AND APOLOGY TO THOSE 
IN THE TRADE WHO HAVE MADE AN HONEST LIVING FOR GENERATIONS, 

NO ROOM FOR DOUBT SHOULD BE ALLOWED. THOSE WHO ARE HONEST AND 
HAVE NO ULTERIOR MOTIVES SHOULD HAVE NO FEAR IN HAVING THEIR 
PRODUCTS PUT THROUGH CHEMICAL ANALYSIS OR WHATEVER OTHER SCRUTINY 
THEY MIGHT DESERVE." END TEXT. 

9. SEPT 10 GUARDIAN EDITORIAL TITLED, "MASS MEDIA AND DRUG QUESTION" 
DISCUSSES PROS AND CONS OF THE USE OF THE MASS MEDIA FOR PREVEN- 
TION OF DRUG ABUSE ("ANTI-DRUG ABUSE LITERATURE CAN ACTUALLY 

INCREASE DRUG CONSUMPTION BY ROUSING CURIOSITY AND EXPERIMENTA- 
TION") AND CONCLUDES THAT "THE MEASURES TAKEN IN OTHER COUNTRIES 
FOR THIS PURPOSE SHOULD BE USEFUL IN OUR ATTEMPT AT BRINGING OUT 
THE FULL POSITIVE POTENTIAL OF THE MASS MEDIA IN CAMPAIGNS AGAINST 
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DRUG ABUSE. THE PUBLIC SHOULD AT ALL TIMES BE MADE AWARE OF THE 
PROBLEM AND GIVEN THE REAL FACTS TO CONVINCE THEM OF THE DANGERS 
OF DRUGS FOR EFFECTIVE PARTICIPATION IN COMBATTING DRUG ABUSE 
SO THAT SOCIETY MAY BE FREE OF SICK PEOPLE, AND ABLE TO FREE 
THOSE ALREADY AFFECTED." END EXCERPTS. 

HANSON 
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